Sample Permission to Publish on TeXT 

Dear Families: 

Mr./Ms. ________’s class has been taking part in a writing program designed to help students develop their writing and share their ideas with a real audience. Students will have a chance to publish their work on the Internet in a student magazine called TeXT. You will be able to see your student’s work online at http://text.teachingmatters.org/ .

Student authors will be identified by their first name, the class magazine name and school.
How it Works 

Each week Mr./Ms. _________ will teach writing strategy lessons based on the “writing workshop” literacy model. Using this model, over six weeks students choose a topic, plan their writing, prepare and edit a piece in preparation for publishing on the Internet. The emphasis is on the quality of what they write. When students are done polishing their writing, they have it reviewed by a teacher before it is published to the web. Students will have computer sessions to provide them with the time needed to prepare for publishing. 

Having a real audience is one of the key components to this program. In addition to having their teacher grade their work, they get the chance to express themselves before family, friends and the school community.  

Security 

This project is designed to minimize risk to your child. Students are allowed to post their interests and opinions, but not their age, email address, photographs of themselves, or other sensitive information. Additionally, Mr./Ms. _________ can control the visibility of the student posts, making them available to only the class or available for all to see. 
Resources 

The TeXT online student magazine can be found at:

http://text.teachingmatters.org/YOUR_URL_HERE (Teacher, please fill in URL)
Permission 

Before your student may publish in the online student magazine, we are asking for you and your child to discuss and sign the following form. Please return the form to Mr./Ms. ______. 

TeXT Terms and Conditions 

1. Students publishing in the TeXT online magazine are expected to act safely by keeping personal information out of their posts. Students agree to not post or give out their family names, passwords, user names, email addresses, home addresses, school name, city, country or other information that could help someone locate or contact them in person. Students may share their interests, ideas and preferences. 

2. Students publishing in the TeXT online magazine agree to not share their user name or password with anyone besides their teachers and parents. 
3. Students publishing in the TeXT online magazine are expected to treat the online publication as a classroom space. Speech that is inappropriate for class is not appropriate for the publication. 

4. The online student magazine gives students a chance to express themselves. However, it is also a tool for learning, and as such will sometimes be constrained by the various requirements and rules of classroom teachers. Students are welcome to post on school-appropriate subjects. 

5. Students take good care of the computers by not downloading or installing any software without permission, and not clicking on ads or competitions. 

6. Students who do not follow these rules and conditions may lose their opportunity to take part in this project. 


I have read these rules and conditions and understand them. I agree to uphold them. 

Student’s signature:___________________________________  Date: ________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: _____________________________ Date: ________________ 

Sincerely,
School Leader/Teacher

